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sonally do not desire the extinction of the Princely Order.
But I do want the Princes to recognise the signs of the
times and shed a large part of their autocracy.  In spite
of the powerful British bayonet, the march of the people
of both the Indias cannot be stayed. I am hoping that
the combined wisdom of all, including the Princes and the
present rulers, will prevent the march from running
mad, which it is bound to do unless a smooth passage
is made for it. I am putting forth the best non-violent
effort I can, but my lion-violence, because of my imper-
fections, may fail. I ask for the helping hand of those
who would see India win her goal without a blood bath.

But if the Princes will not listen, I do not ask for
their coercion. Let British India have her independence,
and I know, the Princes know:, that true freedom of British
India means freedom of their people also. For, as I have
said, the two are one. No power on earth can keep them
in separation for all time.


